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Important Notice

The Brazilian Patent and Trademark Office (INPI) has announced that official fees will be raised
as of January 01, 2012. The increases will be variable in accordance with the particular service
involved but should result in an average increase in user costs, in local currency, of about 18%
for patents, trademarks and other IP related services. It is to be noted, however, that the last
fee raise was on June 01, 2009 and that for the most part the increase in local currency is
slightly higher than inflation during that period.

Patent examination costs, however, will be increased considerably, specifically as they are
applied to claims in excess of the first ten. They will now be as follows:

Examination request for 10 claims approx.| USS$ 340,00
each claim from the 11th to the 15th |approx. USS$ 60,00
each claim from the 16th to 30th approx.| USS$ 115,00
each claim from the 31st upwards approx.| USS$ 290,00

In order to take advantage of the present rates that are applicable up to December 29, 2011
(December 30, 2011 will be a bank Holiday), the advice is that you send us instructions to pay
any necessary fees earliest as possible prior to the above date. However, since the volume of

orders from our clients is expected to be much higher than normal during the next two months,

we cannot guarantee payment for those fees for which the due date is after January 01, 2012

unless prior payment is received. This includes trademark renewals which can be requested at

any time during the last twelve months of the ten year protection period.

Amendments in patent applications: Voluntary amendments by Law should be submitted until

the request of examination. The submission of amendments submitted during the examination
phase in the form of a proposal has always been a usual practice and such amendments were
routinely entered and considered by the examiner. The Brazilian PTO has, however, changed its
position related to the matter and is currently objecting and rejecting amendments filed after
the request for examination, especially for adding a new class or category of claims or even
claims covering embodiments not claimed in the claims which were pending prior to the
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examination request. Therefore, if you wish to submit such type of amendments, the advice is
to file them before the request of examination. The new claims should be mailed to us.

You can also submit an amendment to reduce the number of claims in order to have a reduction
of the charges for requesting examination. A petition for amendment will have to be filed and
charges will also be involved for the petition (usually in the region of USS 500.00).

Since patent annuities are only payable as from the anniversary date, the new fee rates for
annuities will in any case apply for patents and patent applications for which the base date is on
or after December 30, 2011.

We do not intend to increase our professional service charges as a result of the new official
fees.

Please check the matter and specify the cases for which some action should be taken by this
stage.

Dannemann Siemsen

This Circular is not a legal advice and is confidential and intended solely for use by the individual or
company to which it was addressed. If you have received it by mistake, please notify us at (+55 21) 2237-
8700.



